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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The CD-ROM (non-film) Damsels in Distress is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The CD-ROM is comprised of photographic images and line drawings of bondage 
activity where women are tied up or otherwise restrained. The images all occur within 
a sexualised context. 

The CD-ROM contains numerous images of women being subjected to sexual activity 
without any apparent consent while restrained. There are also images of bondage, 
pain and cruelty being forced on women apparently against their will in a sexualised 
context. In presenting such images, the CD-ROM is considered to promote and 
support the use of violence and coercion to compel people to participate in, or submit 
to, sexual conduct as outlined under s3(2)(b) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). 

There are also numerous images, particularly in the line drawings, of women being 
subjected to acts of torture, pain, violence and cruelty, against their will, while they are 
restrained. Such images focus upon and sexualise the fear, suffering, lack of control 
and lack of consent of the women victims. In presenting such images, the CD-ROM is 
considered to promote and support acts of torture, and the infliction of extreme 
violence and extreme cruelty as outlined under s3(2)(f) of the FVPC Act. 

Because s3(2) is a deeming provision, it is inconsistent with the rights and freedoms 
contained in si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and overrides that section. 
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